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Watson City Council Meeting Minutes 
March 12, 2019 
 

Present:  Mayor, Todd Tongen Council Members: Cheryl Bjornstad, Carter Lokken, Todd Vogel, Jonathan 

Koenen 

City Clerk, Nicole Koenen, City Maintenance, Kevin Norman. Also Present were the Watson Fire chief, 

Jerry Johnson and department member, Roy Erickson. 
 

Mayor Tongen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

Moved Watson Fire department after notices and communications, Flood protocol to New business and 

Electronic files under city clerk report. 

Motion to approve Agenda with additions by Tongen, 2nd Vogel m/s/p unanimously 
 

Changed undated to updated on the second page under “MN Basic Codes” 

Motion to approve February 12, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes with change by Tongen, 2nd Bjornstad 

m/s/p unanimously. 

 

Notices and Communications:  

• 2019 Local Board of Appeal and Equalization is set for April 11th, 2019 from 2:00-2:30pm at the 

Chippewa County Assessor’s Office in the courthouse.  

• Chuck Olson will be removing his building in which the roof collapsed. He is hoping to have it 

cleared within the next few weeks. 

• League of MN Cities Conference- This conference will be held June 26-28 in Duluth. Cheryl 

recently attended their Newly Elected Officials Conference and was pleased with how beneficial 

these training opportunities are. Nicole will be gathering information for our next meeting for 

anyone who is interested in attending.  

 

Watson Fire Department 

Jerry Johnson, Watson Fire Chief, informed the council of the potential to use the property located at 

650 2nd Street for a training burn. They will be working with MN West College, Montevideo Fire 

Department and also the home owner to get this process completed. They are thinking it will take place 

in July or August of this year. Jerry discussed the precautions they take to protect neighboring homes 

and also blocking traffic. Council asked if the Fire Department’s insurance would cover any damages 

caused by the burn. Jerry stated that since it is a training exercise through MN West the school has its 

own liability insurance.  

 

Jerry also mentioned that some maintenance on the Fire Hall needs to be done. A board across the top 

on the north side of the building needs to be replaced, and also the two windows on that side are 

leaking. Tongen said he would take a look at those problems, and see if we can get them completed in 

the spring.  
 

Financial Report 

Discussion over the City’s purchase of a Plow Truck and amounts in each account. 

Monthly Claims were passed out 

Motion to approve monthly claims by Vogel, 2nd Lokken m/s/p unanimously 
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Old Business: 

• Resolution 3-12-19-1 Requesting Conveyance of Tax Forfeited Property- Chippewa county has 

sent the city a copy of all tax forfeited property within city limits. The council needs to approve 

the parcels for public auction, or request a conveyance to the city for public use. There are 4 

parcels listed. It was decided after a long discussion that two parcels would be beneficial to the 

city.  

Motion to convey parcel numbers 90-025-0210, 90-025-0220 to the city contingent on Nicole finding 

out how much it would cost the city by Tongen, 2nd Bjornstad m/s/p unanimously 

• Resolution 3-12-19-2 Approving Tax forfeited Property for Public Auction- The remaining two 

parcels on the list (90-050-1440, 90-050-0910) will be put up for public auction. 

Motion to pass resolution approving parcel numbers 90-050-1440 and 90-050-0910 for public auction 

by Tongen, 2nd Vogel m/s/p unanimously 

• Resolution 3-12-19-3 Approving Certification of unpaid Water Charges to Property Tax Roll – 

Property owners at parcel number 90-050-1440 have an outstanding water utility balance of 

$814.67. The county stated that the city can add special assessment to tax forfeited property 

and the amount will be paid out in the sale. Further discussion into this property over their 

history of late payments and whether or not the city can allow them to continue on with 

payment arrangements. The council factored in the possibility of them using water for heat and 

also that they have small children. It was decided to send them a letter stating that they will no 

longer be allowed to have the option of payment arrangements. If their utility payments are not 

paid in full each month, they will be sent a disconnection notice starting April 18, 2019.  

Motion to pass Resolution 3-12-19-3 certification of unpaid utilities to property tax roll by Vogel, 2nd 

Lokken m/s/p unanimously 

Motion to send disconnection notice to property owners by Tongen, 2nd Bjornstad m/s/p unanimously 

 

New Business: 

• Meander Event- Kristi Fernholz with the UMRDC asked if the city would like to host a Meander 

Event again this year. Discussion over the costs from last year totaling $515.00 and whether or 

not the city should host an event again.  

Motion to participate in Meander made by Tongen, 2nd Koenen m/s/p unanimously 

• Flood Protocol- The city of Montevideo contacted Kevin to let him know if the flood stage got to 

18.5 the lift station would be shut down. This would mean the city would have to haul waste 

from its holding tank to Montevideo until it is re-opened. The cost per truck is $150 and they 

hold 3,000 gallons. Our tank holds 10,000 gallons, the city would have to haul 3-4 truck loads a 

day. Discussion followed. Montevideo is holding a meeting on Thursday, March 14th and would 

let us know what their plan is after that.  

 

City Clerk Report 

• Quote for generator repair- Nicole asked Pioneer Critical Power to clarify mileage charges in 

their maintenance quote. They are not charging extra mileage, but they do need to charge the 

amount of time their techs drive to our location.  

Motion to approve quote for generator repairs to be completed in October by Tongen, 2nd Lokken 

m/s/p unanimously 

• 140th Celebration- Instead of holding a 3-day event, Nicole suggested bringing it down to one 

day as she has yet to have any volunteers for planning the event. She suggested holding it on 
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Saturday, July 27th, 2019. Discussion followed with suggestions of vendors and organizations to 

call for participation and help.  

• Electronic Files- Nicole suggested that she start scanning documents and saving them to hard 

drives instead of having boxes full of files in storage.   
 

Maintenance Report 

Kevin provided everyone with a copy of his maintenance report before the meeting. In his report he 

discussed plowing and moving snow, replacing water meters, maintenance on city equipment, and our 

purchase of a new plow truck.  He suggested that we budget chains for tires on the plow truck and the 

pay loader for next year. He also mentioned Chlorine level was low but they are fixing the problem.  

 

Town Hall- Discussed the costs of heating the building and potentially selling it to the Lions Club. Our 

attorney stated that we need to at least get market value for it, but the council can determine what they 

feel is fair market value. The Lions club said they would discuss it at their next meeting. Tongen stated 

that if they decide not to purchase it that he feels it should stay in the city’s possession.  

 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:05pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

__________________________ 

City Clerk, Nicole Koenen  


