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Watson City Council Meeting Minutes 
August 13, 2019 
 

Present:  Mayor, Todd Tongen Council Members: Carter Lokken, Todd Vogel, Cheryl Bjornstad, Jonathan 

Koenen City Clerk, Nicole Koenen 
 

Mayor Tongen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

Motion to approve Agenda by Tongen, 2nd Vogel m/s/p unanimously 
 

Motion to approve July 9th and July 18th Council Meeting Minutes by Vogel, 2nd Bjornstad m/s/p 

unanimously. 
 

Budget 

• Council went over options to finalize the General Budget. The Preliminary Levy will be approved 

in September. 
 

Financial Report 

Monthly Claims were passed around for signatures 

Motion to approve monthly claims by Tongen, 2nd Bjornstad m/s/p unanimously 
  

Old Business: 

• Steel Plow for Plow Truck- Tongen and Vogel looked at a used plow outside of Appleton. Photos 

were provided to council. After talking with the seller, he settled on a price of $2,900 which 

includes the plow, skids, underbelly plow that fits our truck, and a sanding pump. The city would 

save about $7,000 buying this used plow instead of ordering a new one. 

Motion to buy the plow and extra parts for $2,900 by Koenen, 2nd Lokken m/s/p Vogel Abstained  

• Chippewa County Demolition Program- Nicole attended the county board meeting where other 

community leaders presented a demolition program. The county seemed open to the program 

but would like to work out more of the details. Right now, the plan is focused on providing funds 

to municipally owned structures (tax forfeiture) or privately-owned properties that are key to a 

community’s revitalization. It was also mentioned at the meeting of possibly getting a building 

inspector in which each city would contribute to paying their salary. Discussion followed about 

the pros and cons of this program for the City of Watson. 

• Healthcare for Employees- Quotes were provided to council for three different options on 

healthcare plans. Because the premium is based off of age, this option gets expensive for the 

city and employee. Another option would be to provide employees with a set monthly amount 

to offset their costs of getting their own insurance. Discussion Followed. 

• Maintenance Position- The personnel committee will be setting up interviews within the next 

week.  

New Business: 

• Resident Complaint- A resident had some damage to their property from their neighbors 

trampoline when it flew into their yard during a storm. The resident would like the city to 

consider an ordinance requiring all residents to strap down their trampolines, playsets, etc. 

Discussion followed. It was decided that it would be too difficult for the city to regulate this type 

of ordinance and also difficult to determine where to draw the line as to what needs to be 
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strapped down. It is also not up to the city to get involved in disputes between neighbors unless 

there is a clear violation of a city ordinance.  

• City Resolution implementing weight restrictions- A resolution implementing a weight 

restriction of 5 tons on Sunnyside Ave was passed in 2016. The sign is missing on one end of the 

street. Nicole provided council with quotes for a new one. It was suggested to check with the 

county to see if they had any extras before ordering a new one.  

• Lift Station Repairs- The Council was provided a quote from Quality Flow to repair corroded 

bolts and a cable at the lift station. Discussion followed about possibly being able to do the work 

ourselves. Vogel mentioned he would also like this company to give an estimate for servicing the 

pumps. It was decided to get a quote and table until next month.  

• Rip Rap on Highland Ridge- The outlet on the west side of Highland Ridge is starting to wash out. 

It was suggested to ask local farmers if they had any large rocks they would like to get rid of. 

Vogel mentioned he would reach out to them. 

City Clerk Report 

• 140th Celebration- Nicole thanked everyone who volunteered to help set up and take down for 

the celebration. She has asked the community for feedback and has received a few back with 

positive remarks. If the city continues to have a celebration it was suggested to do it later in the 

year, possibly late September where it can be called Harvest Fest again. A few residents would 

be willing be apart of a community club to plan next years event.   

• Meander- Meander is October 4th this year. Discussion over whether or not to have food or 

beverages there. It was suggested to reach out to the community members who started this 

event.  

Maintenance Report 

• ADA Ramp Construction- Vogel attended the county meeting regarding our ADA Ramps. They 

stated they would be starting in Clara City and ending in Watson. They projected to be 

completed by September 19th depending on weather. Vogel suggested getting a quote from the 

county to take out the sidewalks needed, replace the dirt, and seed since they will be in town. 

Tongen mentioned he would have his equipment in town this week, with Vogel’s help they can 

easily get it done. The City will need to get black dirt to replace the cement.  

• Generator Cover- Vogel suggested getting a cover for the generator and its tires instead of 

pouring a cement slab. It was decided to get a cover for the winter and store it in the firehall 

during the summer. 

• Fluoride Pump- The pump was replaced. It was quite a bit cheaper than originally quoted. The 

total cost for the pump was $545.75 and with the Grant the City will only pay $105.15.  
 

Tongen brought up speeders through town. It was suggested for Nicole to get ahold of Derek Olson to 

see if we can get the blinking radar machine in town. 
 

Electric Pole on CO Rd 9- An electrician will be working to get the outlet working again. 
 

Mayor Tongen adjourned the meeting at 8:30pm.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

__________________________ 

City Clerk, Nicole Koenen  


